
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  Contact: Kate Sanford 

January 2014  856-906-8715 

 

 

Joint Meeting of Essex and Union Counties Uses Prodex’s BAE to Enhance Operational Efficiency, 

Saving the Wastewater Treatment Facility $400,000 Net Annually  

 

Mount Laurel, NJ – Joint Meeting of Essex and Union Counties (JMEUC) owns and operates the Edward P. 

Decher Secondary Wastewater Treatment Facility located in Elizabeth, New Jersey and treats up to 85 

million gallons of wastewater per day (MGD). In the Fall issue of Effluents, a NJ Water Environment 

Association publication, a white paper written by Joseph Bonaccorso, Project Manager at CME Associates, 

was published detailing a long-term project embarked upon by JMEUC to boost biogas production in their 

anaerobic digesters utilizing BAE® (Biological Activity Enhancer), an all-natural bio-stimulant 

manufactured by Prodex, the wastewater treatment division of Mount Laurel, NJ based company JSH 

international.   

 

The report concluded that BAE’s impact went far beyond increased biogas production and associated 

electrical savings. Significant benefits were also observed in solids handling and retreatment. After an 

extensive evaluation, Bonaccorso reports JMEUC will experience a net savings of over $400,000 annually 

(after product and operational expenses) with the use of BAE in sludge removal, digester gas production, 

total suspended solids (TSS) returned to treatment, and electrical energy.  In addition, he notes the facility 

should anticipate even greater savings once a fourth anaerobic digester is restored to service. 

 

BAE is a powerful organic formula produced using patented blending and processing techniques. Kevin 

Mulvihill, CEO of JSH international, the parent company of Prodex, explains, “It was our founder Jirair S. 

Hovnanian’s vision and mission to harness the power of natural materials to promote environmental 

stewardship, operational efficiency, sustainability, and a healthier work place while being cost effective. 

The success of BAE at JMEUC exemplifies this mission once again.” Mulvihill continued, "Prodex has 

partnered with innovative wastewater treatment plants as small as 1 MGD throughout New Jersey.  By 

optimizing the treatment process with BAE, these plants are now experiencing critical savings in their 

operating budget."  

Owners Peter and Stephen Hovnanian commented on the opportunity for the state. "New Jersey wastewater 

treatment plants manage approximately 2 billion gallons of wastewater per day," said Stephen Hovnanian, 

"and therefore stand to benefit significantly from enhanced wastewater treatment operations."  Peter 

Hovnanian said, "We believe there is the opportunity to save up to $50 million per year in hauling, 

chemical, and utility expenses by improving biological efficiency with the use of BAE at treatment plants 

state-wide." 

 

JMEUC serves eleven member municipalities – City of East Orange, Township of Hillside, Town of 

Irvington, Township of Maplewood, Township of Millburn, City of Newark, Borough of Roselle Park, 

Township of South Orange Village, City of Summit, Township of Union and the Township of West Orange. 



In addition, the facility serves six customer municipalities – City of Elizabeth, Township of Livingston, City 

of Orange, Township of Berkeley Heights, City of Linden and Borough of New Providence.  

 

Prodex is the wastewater treatment division of JSH international (JSHi). JSHi is a global bio-environmental 

company that is based in Mount Laurel, NJ and part of the J.S. Hovnanian & Sons group of companies. The 

company develops, manufactures and markets eco-friendly products designed to have a positive impact on 

our environment. The three JSHi divisions: Nature’s Wonder®, Prodex®, and Greenovative Technologies® 

offer products specifically tailored to the needs of the horticulture/agriculture, wastewater, and septic 

industries, respectively. For more information, visit www.JSHinternational.net and 

www.ProdexProducts.com. 
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http://www.natureswonder.com/
http://www.greenovativetechnologies.com/
http://www.jshinternational.net/
http://www.prodexproducts.com/

